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Why The Amazon Rainforest 
is SO Important
Often called ‘The Lungs of the Earth’, the Amazon Rainforest is 
one of the main reasons we can breathe on planet Earth! 
Using photosynthesis the forest absorbs carbon and exhales ox-
ygen! When deforestation and logging occurs, the carbon that 
trees absorbed is released back into the air AND the oxygen 
producers (trees), are replaced with carbon emitters such as 
cattle and mining!
This throws the ecosystem off balance, causing the Greenhouse ef-
fect! (Greenhouse effect is when the earth’s gases become trapped 
in the atmoshpere warming, the globe.)

The rainforest is home to 1 in 10 already discovered species on 
earth! Every living thing has a key role in keeping the forest 
healthy. Animals, reptiles, and insects help to seed plants, 
keep them nourished and to keep soils healthy. 

The Amazon has a wealth of resources that have been a gift to 
human beings throughout history. If we do not source them in 
ways that keep the habitat healthy, we will lose our resources, 
the forest, and all of it’s incredible species. 

There is SO MUCH we don’t know about the rainforest. 
We are constantly discovering new plants, insects, and animals- 
even medicines!

Let’s work together to protect this incredible habitat 
and all that depend on it!







the amazon river
The Amazon River is one of the largest rivers on earth! 
It flows through an enormous range of habitats! 
The river winds it’s way through marshes, swamps, and floodplains. 
It is a vital source of life to locals, the habitats it flows through and 
the wildlife that inhabit them. 

It is a primary source of fresh water that flows into the ocean! This is 
important because it dilutes the Atlantic Ocean’s saltiness, which is nec-
essary for a lot of fish and wildlife across the Atlantic. 
Historically, the Amazon River has been the only way for explorers to 
reach the depths of the Rainforest. 
Today there are still towns and 
that can only be accessed by the river!

The Amazonian name comes from a Spanish explorer who documented 
his battles with female warriors while exploring. 
He named the region after the female Amazonian warriors in 
Greek mythology. 

Why is the Amazon river so important? 
It is a special habitat for SO animals that cannot exist anywhere else AND 
allows for healthy soil and rich crops. 
In its water and its sludge it brings all the nutrients the soil needs to 
continue to in order to produce life!

People depend on the river to enrich their soil, provide them with healthy 
fish, and to give them the water for hydro-power that they rely on for 
their daily lives. 

Wildlife depends on the river too! 
Thousands of different types of fish, insects, birds, mammals, and reptiles, 
depend on this river, and in turn they keep the rainforest healthy. 

The rainforest in turn keeps our planet healthy. 



toucan
Toucans can live up to twenty years! 
In many indigenous traditions the 
Toucan is considered sacred and 
thought to be able to see between this 
life and the next.
MAIN THREAT: hunting

amazonian 
Green anaconda
The Anaconda is the largest snake in 
the world! They can weigh up to 
55o lbs and be nearly as long as a 
school bus! Females are the biggest 
anacondas. Their nose and eyes are all 
at the top of their heads so they can 
stay almost completely underwater as 
long as they need to while waiting for 
prey. They even eat Jaguars!  

capybara
Capybara are the largest rodents on 
the planet! They are herbivores, and 
because the grasses they eat are 
hard to digest, they often eat their 
meals... twice.

MAIN THREAT: hunting



Piranha
Piranha’s have a scary reputation because of 
their incredible appetite and sharp teeth. 
They stick to big packs as a form of self-
defense since they are a source of food for 
many bigger species in the Amazon River. They 
are typically eat seeds, insects, and plants. 
When they eat meat, it is usually an already 
dead or dying creature that has fallen into the 
river. They will NOT eat you! 

 

Amazonian 
Manatee
They are the smallest manatee species and 
are the only one to exist soley in fresh 
water habitats! They are vegitarians and 
are completely aquatic!
MAIN THREAT: hunting and water pollution

GIant river otter
These otters are native to Brazil. They can 
grow to weigh up to 70lbs and their cubs 
are one of the few species born completely 
covered in hair. 
They eat piranhas! 
They are endangered!  
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and hunting

animal facts



golden lion 
tamarin
These Tamarin live in the hollows of 
trees and primarily stay in the canopy! 
They stick together as families and the 
males help raise the young. 
Most Tamarins are born as twins!  
MAIN THREAT: Logging and Deforestation

AMAZOnian 
caiman
There are six different types 
of Caiman and all are native to 
South America. 
Though Caimen are predators to many- 
they are dinner for Anacondas! 
The Caiman used to be endangered but 
thanks to protective efforts, are now 
thriving!

Leaf Cutter ants
Leaf Cutter Ants do not eat leaves! They 
use their cuttings to build their complex 
nests! Their colonies can grow to be sev-
eral million strong. They may be small but 
they are vital to the rainforest’s health 
because they prune plants which helps 
plants grow! They also enrich the soil with 
the fungus they grow. (They are the only 
species who grow it!) 

animal facts



pygmy sloth
They are iconically slow and only move 
about 40 yards and sleep 15-20 hours a day. 
They are also excellent swimmers! 
MAIN THREAT: deforestation and logging   

AMAZON pink
river dolphin
They live in freshwater! They are 
incredibly smart and have up to 
40% more brain capacity than humans! 
MAIN THREAT: dams and 
water contamination

Macaw
These birds are highly intelligent 
animals!
They mate for life and can live 
up to 60 years old!
MAIN THREAT: illegal pet trade

SOUTH american 
tapir
They are related to horses and rhinos. 
They are herbivores and grab food with 
their small trunks. 
They also love to submerge under water!
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and hunting

animal facts



Poison Dart Frog
These frogs use bright colors as a 
warning to predators!
Their skin secretes poison that 
paralyzes and can kill.
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and climate 

Black Spider 
Monkey
These monkeys have no thumbs! 
They are social animals and travel in 
large groups of 2-3 dozen at a time! 
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and climate 
change

jaguar
Jaguars are strong swimmers and 
excellent climbers! 
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and hunting

red uakari
These primate’s faces are naturally 
very red!
The redder their face the healthier they 
are! The have very short tails and are 
very social creatures. 
MAIN THREAT: habitat loss and hunting



Facts
The Amazon Rainforest stretches through 
multiple countries in South America 
including:
Brazil, Bolivia, Peru,
Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, 
Suriname, and French Guiana. 

It consists of
- 1.4 billion acres
- 4,100 miles of river
- 3,000 fresh water species 
- 30 MILLION people 
including 350 indigenous and ethnic groups!  

Organizations doing good for 
& in The amazon rainforest
World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) 
Amazon Watch 
Amazon Frontlines
Leonardo DiCaprio Founadtion (LDF)
The Amazon Conservation Team



Main Threats
DAM CONSTRUCTION (used for hydropower): Dams have been 
constructed in areas that break up the river and 
limit the range of fresh water species habitat.  

MINING (Gold mining, oil exploration, illegal logging, 
and over-harvesting fish): Mining endangers all species and 
plant life and hurting all who rely on these resources. 
It also has been found to contaminate water sources, 
and destroys the land. 

SOY FARMING and CATTLE RANCHING: They cause soil erosion, 
require the clearing of large portions of forest,
displace wildlife, and cattle ranches create contaminated 
run-off into fresh water sources, which are relied on by 
wildlife and humans.

DEFORESTATION: The clearing of forests releases 340 million 
tons of carbon into the atmosphere every year. 
It often happens illegally and creates wildfires that spiral 
out of control.

what you can do
The world uses/depends on a lot of resources from the Amazon,
which means we all have the ability to help protect it too! 
-You can eat less meat 
-Eat less soy based products
-Avoid products with Palm Oil (also a huge cause for defor-
estation)
-Use recycled paper or go paperless 
-Support organizations working to protect the Amazon and it’s 
species! (see list)
-Tell others about the Amazon and help them get excited 
about conserving this incredible part of our world!
-Reduce your carbon footprint when and where possible!
-Bike, walk, or take public transport instead of driving. 
-Encourage organizations and governments to protect the Amazon 
by emailing and calling them to share your thoughts on the 
issue.   
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